
/ 
NOT TO BE REMOVED 
FROM '.l'IlE LIBRARY 

\JTER-GOVERN MENTAL MARITIME 
:ONSUL T ATIVE ORGAN IZA T!ON 

Jv;p /COl-lF/DA/15 
26 October 1973 

) 

INTCTJIATIONAL CONFEREi.'l'CI~ ON 
H.AHilm POLLU'l1IOU, 1973 
Committee I 

I MCO 

O:ri:;inal~ ENGLISH 

DRAFT TEXT OF THE D{TERNATIOHAL CONVENTION FOR THE 
PREVENTION OF POLLUTION FROM SHIPS, 1973 

(1) The present Convention may be amended by any of the procedures 

s:[Jecified in the follouing :paragra:phs. 

(2) .'l..mendments after consideration by the Or.~anization: 

(i) any amendment proposed. by a Contracting Part:r shall bo submitted 

to the Organhation and circulated. 1)y the Organbation to all 

1'1cmbers of the Organi?.:ation and all Contracting Parties at least 

6 months prior to its consideration; 

(ii) any ar:wndmcnt proposed. and circulated as above shall be submitted 

to an apriropriate body by the Orgaxlisation for consideration; 

(iii)_ Parties to the Convention, whether or not 11embers of the 

Organi?,ation, shall be enti tlod. . to participate in tho })roceeo.ings 

of the appropriate bod.y? 

(iv) amend.ments shall bo ado})tcd by a tuo-thircts majority of only the 

Parties to tho Convention present and voting; 
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(v) if ac1opted in a.ccorclanco with paragraph (iv) above, amendments 

shall be oommunica.ted by the Organization to a.ll the Parties to 

the Convontion £or aocepta.ncc; 

(vi) an amendment shall be doomed to hav~ been accoptod in the following 

circumstarices: 

(a) a.n amendment to an Article of the Conv0ntion shall be deemod to 

ha.vc been accepted on the date on which it is accepted by 

two-thirds of the Contracting Parties, the oornbinod merchant 

fleets of which constitute not less than fifty '.,,)Or oon·h of the 

t,"l:'oss tonno.go of tho worl~l I s uerohon.t fleet. 

(b) a.n amendment to an Annox shall be deemed to have boon accepted 

in aooordanoo with tho procedure spocifiod in paragraph (d), 

unless the appropriate bocl.y, at tho time of its adoption, 

dotcnninos that tho amcndmc.:nt shall be deemed to have- boon 

accepted on tho da.tG on v1hich it is accoptod by two-thirds of 

the Co,1tractin:· Partios, the cornbin~d merchant fleets of i1hich 

co11sti tutc not loss than fifty ~)or cont of th~ (Jross tonnng~ of the 

world's merchant fluot. 

(c) under the procedure spoc.ificd in pa,:a::rraph (a.), at n.ny ti.mo 

before tho ontry into force of a.n amor!dmont to an Annex, a. 

Contractin,IT Party may infonn the Sccrcto.l"'J-Goncral of tho 

O:tyj'ani~a.tion that its express ap;rroval will be nccessal"'J 

beforo tho amendment enters into force for it. 

(cl) an amcn&ncnt to an Appendix to an Annex shall be dc(.)mod to 

have been accepted at tho onc1 of a poriod to be determined 

by the appropriate body at tho time of its adoption, which 

period sho.11 be not loss thnn 10 months, unless within that 

period an objectfon ie communicated to thci Orianizntion by 

not leas than one-third of the ContrMtinc Pa.r.tios or by the 

Contracting Pa.rtioe tho combined morohnnt f10ots of which 

constitute not loss than fifty per cent of the tToss tonnac-c 

of the world' !l morcho.nt fl cot whiohcvcx· condition is fulfilled, 
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( vii) tho amendment shall enter into force under tho follo\ling oondi tions i 

(a.) in tho er.so of an runendmcnt to an i.rticlo of the Convention 

or to a.n Annex to tho Convention not under the procedure 

specified in sub-po.rac:rap~1 ( vi)( d), the ar,,ondnont o.cccptod 

in conformity with the foroc;oing provisions shall ontor into 

force 6 months after tho date of its acceptance with respect 

to tho Cont:ra.ctinrr Parties which have declared tlmt they hn.vo 

n.ccoptod it. 

(b) in tho case of an amendment to an .\ppcncli:x: to a.n Annex or to 

M .lmnox to the Convention unc1cr tho procedure sr,ocifiod in 

sub-pnra::,-ra.ph (vi) ( d.) , tho amonclm..:m t deemed to hn.vo b00n 

nccoptccJ in accordance with tho foi·cc-oin3" conditions sho.11 

en tor into force G months after its n.cccptanco for o.11 the: 

Contractine: Parties with tho exception of those uhich, 

be.tore th0,t dnto, hrwo ma.de a cfoclaration t11n.t they do not 

a.oc(..pt it, 

Amondmont by a Conforcnoo: 

(a) U:;,on the requost of n Contrnctincr Pnrty, concurred in by at 

kast one-third of tho Contracting Pn.rtioo, the Orr.:nniv..1.tion 

shall convene A. Confor0nco of Contractin0 Partj us to cons111er 

n.mcndr:10nts to thu present Convention. 

(b) ~'vory amendment a.doptecl by ouch a Conference by a two-•thirr1.s 

r.m.jori ty of t:1oso prusont ,1 .. nd votin;· of the Contractinrr Parties 

shall bo corn11.111icatcd by the Orgn.ni7,ation to r,11 ContrMtinc; 

P:::i.rti.:.:s for thoir n.cc-::1Jtn.nco. 

( c) Unless tho Conforcmco t1.1::cide::i othcruiac, tho [',flOndmcnt sl:mll bo 

docmod to lmvo been o,cccptoc1 a.nd to hn.vu (..ntcrod into forcu in 

C1.Ccordru100 with the prococ1.urcs speeifiu(l. for tlmt purpose in 

pa.rn,1p:-a ph ( 2) (vi) ood (vii) o.bovc • 

(4) (a,) In the ca.so of M runondmcnt to :m optional Alm•J:'i:, t.t refcroncu in 

this Article ton 11Pr:i.rty to tho present Convention" shall be 

doomed to mon.tt n rc·foronoo to n rnrty to tho.t 1.nnux. 
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(b) Any contra.ctinG Pn.rty whioh has doolincd to accept an o.mcntl.mont 

to an Annex shall be treated a.s a non-Contro.otin[;' Pn.rty only 

for tho purpose of n.pplication of toot runom1mont. 

( 5) The adoption and entry into fo:r.oc of a now Annex shn.11 truce place 

un<J.cr tho an.mo conditions as for the adoption and entry into force of o.n 

runond.mcnt to an Article of the Convontiein. 

( 6) Unloss expressly provided othorwiso, any amond.mcnt to the present 

Convention m.'1t1.c tu1dor this Article which relates to the structure of n.. 

ship shc.11 apply only to ships for which th0 buildino; contract is :placuii., 

or in tho absence of a buildin:; contrMt, tho keel of which is laid, on 

or after the dr,.to on which tho ancndmcnt comes into force. 

(7) Any runcndmcnt to an Anncix shall rcbte to the substanco of that Annex 

am1 shall bo consiste:nt with the Articles of the present Convention. 

(8) Tho Orca.nization shn.11 inforr.1 all Contrnctincr Parties of any 

Rmonc1monts which enter into fore.::- unclcr this Artie lo, tocothor with tho 

elate on which co.ch such amendment enters into force.'' 

(9) Any clcclnration of nccoptn.ncc or of objoction to an nmcndmc.nt under 

the prosont Article shall bo notified in wri tin(',' to tho ScwrctnT'J...Ccnornl 

of tho Orgn:niza, tion. Tho la ttc:r shrill bring- su0h not if ion tion n.nd tho dn te 

of its receipt to the notice of tho Contrn.ctine Pr~rtics,:t 

!/ The Drnfting Commi ttco should oonsidor whether these parntro.phs 
should be transferrod to Article 20 as sucfftea+;od in Footnoto l/ 
or MP/CONF/DA/9. 


